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Jon Krakauer, move over: This spring.
adventure tales by women are coming to town.

\\’.uml\mnn was followed in this honor by Jill rcd»lon ) And since
publication in 2001, Four Corners, Kira S ut-wrenching
account of her solo trek through Papua New Guinea, has become
of c\plomlmn classic. M mot a bestseller.
Thi bringsa rush ofadventure books penned by women,
from Jolmnu.u Stoberock e City of Ghosts (Norton). a de-
hm novel about a young Manhattanite who travels to Nepal, to
Wendy Dale’s deeply funny Avoiding Prison and Other Noble Va-
cation Goals (Three Rivers), which chronicles her. “journeys to Beirut
and Honduras, Perhaps the best of the lot the one that really gives
someoneli ierarun for hismoney s Somebody's Heart
Is Buming(\'mm a Shaly e seltdepre-
¢ i alone through Alrica.
Slmlhrlnmhuu.ul mp.m forescape - from the demands of re-
pand carcer. from the ions of middlet
nlife. and. mostof all. from herselt. = We all prob-
e the desire to escape our personalities.” she tells
letely frecof the b !
ofthe past.” In Alm.ndmlxmuukxxlhu hersell, becoming
immersed in the stories of the people she meets, These in-
aeters - like Santan: ntlessly curious Ghanaian
wonnan who simultuncously adores S rand resents her posi-
ton of refative privilege - forma vivid pastiche
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2 Though she certainly didn't shy away from danger in her trav-
ales of masculine adventure are nothing new, from the cls, Shaffer strategically avoided Affic: r-torn regions. Incon-

igs of Sir Richard Burton, who made covert jour- trast, veteran reporter 1

ys into Meccaand Medina in the 18505 and translated Washin Posts A
the peerless Arebian Nights, mlludi.xriuul':\ml- v Cher- an African-American, covered the wars in Angola, Congo, ¢
ry-Garrard, which charted Robert Falcon Scott R\\.md. nmllhchmlurbuluun.nr\of&)ulln\l ica’s.

1910 Antarctic and et gold standard Ilves Her f that
for the genre. Of course. these fellows had their Mandela, Mobutu, and Me (Double providesan un-

sabella Bird, whose popular sparing counterpoint to Shaffer's gentle tales. *People who work
amid brutal conflict and vast human suffering build up a protee-
i rmor.” Duke writ Without that armor, you
Theauthor never completely develops that armor
does she go mad). Instead, she visits remote vil-
astated slums, collecting the kinds of sto-
spapers don'toften cover. ves w25

nne Duke didn’thave that luxury. As 7he
in the late nineties, Duke,
d

Iu\uk counterparts, lil
fed her

llwn—c.\uuc places.

whose witty tomes were huge in the 1890,

&

could gom

,\Imm have crowded the best ulkrth L.nm-

though, books by women adventurers
e been \|A..I||Il[_ nto bookstores, as pub-
Tishers realize women have as much o say
about the subject as men do,

1n 2001, for the first time ever,a wonvan,
Warmbrunn, won the Outdoor Lit-
erature category of the National Outdoor
Book Awards for Where the Pavement
Eneds: One Wonan'’s Bicyele Trip Throngh
Mongolia, China, and Vietmam. (In 2002
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Shafter and Duke let the hardships of
travelingasa woman through difficult ter-
rain take a backseat 1o the communities
they encounter. This is, ultimately, what
separates the women from the boy
Female explorers tend 10 write about the
people they meet, while men often focus
on physical endurance. It'san .lppmALh
that dates back to those women expl

band had Ilcr committed to an asylum.
later, still proclaiming
her sanity and insisting her husband was
1rying to poison her.
Naturally, not every adventurer comes
hadismal S i

isan inherently dangerous enterprise—
whichiis, of course, the point. “Risking our
Tive d

of the Victorian cra—Bird, Kingsley. and
pioncering archeologist Katherine Rout-
ledge, who, until now, had
largely been forgotten,

Bornin 1866 in Dar-
lington, England, into a
wealthy Quaker clan,
Katherine Pease was one
of the first women admit-
ted to Oxford, where she
studied anthropology.
Unable to conform to the
social codes of the Victo-
he regularly
traveled 10 Africa as a
young woman, more at
case in bug-infested lean-
tos than in her London
mansion. At40, long af-
ter her family had written
her off pinster, she
married William Scores-
by Routledge, anamateur
cthnologist, Afterastintin Africa, the cou-
ple built a private yachtand set sail for East-
er Island, where they would attempt to un-
ravel the mystery of the nrodi, the island’s
ancient. , cnormous lava-stone statues. It
was Katherine who did most of the unray-
cling. She learncd the language of the na-
tive people and spent her da tening to
their tales, developing theories about the
moai’s meaning (then unknown even to the
island’s residents). Upon her re-

turn to England, she compiled her I My
findings in The Mystery of Easter IVeS ever,

Island, the novelistic account of her jour-
ney that made Routledge the toast of 1920,

“This season a new biography and novel
revisit Routledge’s trip: In Among Stone Gi-
ants (Scribner), Jo Anne Van Tilburg paints
Routledge as a woman plagued by s
phreniaand depression, desperately un-
happy within the constraints of London so-
ciety. Easter Island (Dial), a wonderful first
novel from Jennifer Vanderbes, reinvents
Routledge as a pretty young governess
who travels to Easter Island with her an-
thropologist husband.

The real Routledge, as Van Tilburg re-
counts, met i tragic end. In 1929 her hus-

DAD C: OCHSNER

VOGUE MARCH 2001

isa | impulse. It reminds.
you that life s worth liv-
ing,” says Anthony

INTO THE
WILD:

JO ANNE VAN
TILBURG ON

EASTER
ISLAND, 1983.

Brandt, book eritic for National G(mmp/m
Adventure. And those of us who will never
trek through the jungles of Borneo - well,
we put ourselves in harm’s way vicarious-
Iy, by reading about it. And in doing so, we
affirm our own vitality.

Still, it’s hard not to view Routledge as
acasualty of her time, a woman who flout-
ed Victorian conventions and suflered for
it, rather like the doomed fictional hero-

incof The Yellow Wallpaper. The
ery of Easter Istand, how-
conveys nothing but the
thrill of an entire universe opening up to
yous and youalone, what English explor-
Stark (once dubbed “the last of
the Romantic Travelers™) called “passing
through fear, into the absence of fear.”
Some years later, Stark would refine that
sentiment into a mantra of sorts for the call
of the wild. no matter what one’s gender.
“The word ecstasy is always related to
some sort of discovery, a novelty to sense
or spirit,” she wrote in Beyond Euplrates,
itisin search of this word that in love,
in religion, in art or in travel, the ud\xn‘
turous are ready to face the unknown.”
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